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5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[] Private [X] Building(s)
[X] Publiclocal [] District
[] Publicstate [] site
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resources within Proper{ipo not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 Buildings
1 Sites
1 Structures
Objects
3 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Regist 0

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current FunctiongEnter categories fim instructions.)
EDUCATIONibary EDUCATIONibrary

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Museum

7. Description

Architectural ClassificatiorEnter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19AND 26 CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) Brick Sandstonéfacade)Concrete(foundation); Asphalt shingles
Principal exterior materials of the property: (roof).
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Description

Summary Parag rap['BriefIy describehe general characterists of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

The Cordelia @nett Preston ibrary was constructed in 191@ memory ofCordela BennettPreston. The library is located

Ay GKS OSyi(iSNJoft201 2F R2éyili26y hNISIya |yR &Aaildz 6§SR Ay
buildinghas a single story with a raised basement and hipped roof. The raised basement seatiimas smooth blocks of
sandstone that contrast with the elaborate geometric blonde brickwork covering the uppethinds of the elevation. The

main entrance, on the west fagcade, is located in a raised central portico with a pediment supported byerdasble

columns. The faces to the north and south of the portico are symmetrical, each with a set of three-Honbleectangular
windows with transoms. A separate entrance to the basement is located on the north facade and is covered by a flat
portico with single columns. The interior of the library is divided into four equal sections, three for patrons and one that
K2f Ra (KS fAONINRIYyQa 2FFAOS | yR -sior iSteribryetn@Nbe Mbjority fitsh NI S f
original appantments, including doors, bookshelves, lights, desks, wide crown moldings, and oak trim througteut.
nominated area also includes the surrounding yard, which doubles as the city park, and includes a bandstand and
concession stand.

Narrative Descriptian (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resourcesaipplicable.)

Setting

The library is located in the city paildN04088), which is situated along the interséce y 2 F G KS (G26y Qa (62
Maple and Orleans Avenue. The park and library occupy the traditional position of the town square and they are

surrounded by the oldest buildings in Orleans. The park comprises 2.5 acres of land, planted in mat@edmgess with
0SyOKSa FyR LJXIe& SldALSyldd ! LlzotAO0 aARSéglFf] Nizya |f2y3
design, the park walks are symmetrical and connect the library to the public sidewalk at the corners and centétaifkthe

In the southwest corner of thpark is a simple, concrete bandsta(idN04089Yp w2 dz3Kf & wmy é GFff 3> GKS
features no ornanentation nor overhead coveringhére is a single stair centered on the north sidlke bandstand is

contributing to the nomination as it is integral to community events held within the park and lidrayy. 6 K S LJF NJ Q& &
corner, between the sidewalk and East Oak Streetdmallmetal concession stan@HN04090). Added after the conclusion

of the perial of significance, the nenontributing building has service windows on its north facade and is primarily
F3a20AF0SR gAGK ASNBVAYy3a (GKS LI GNRBya 27 podtih agjaBantNdtie LJdzo £ A O
public swimming pool to thead, county fair buildings to the southwest, post office to the north, and one block from the

city office and residential streets, the library continues to be at the center of family and community life.

Exterior

The librarywas designed by the Lincoln, NiEchitectural firm of Fiske & Meginnis, (Ferdinand C. Fiske and Harry Meginnis)
and constructed by William N. GedneyKafnsas CityMissouri The architects designed a number of other libraries across
the state, primarily Carnegie libraries, and arréasing number of their buildings have been listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. The firm specialized in the various revivalist styles popular in the country from the 1890s intoghe 1940
with Classical Revival being the most common fdc diuildings like the Prestdibrary. In this design decision, Fiske &
Meginnis followedawel§ 4 G 6t AAKSR yF A2yt LINSTFSNBYyOSo® ¢KS adetsSQa
uncomplicated lines emulate the architecture of ancient Greeoasidered the source of the Enlightenment ideals upon
which American democracy had been founded. This connection made it a fitting visual complement to the elevated ideals
held for institutions such as schools, museums, libraries, and governmental @genci

N>

I Gedney had offices in both Kansas City, MO and Hastings, NE. while it would be moer likely that the Hastings office
worked this project, the only newspaper account regarding the coniatA y 3 £ S ft A&d0a DERKSANDRANRY I
/ 2y G NJ Thé Rdd Sldul €hi@Red Cloud, NE), July 12, 1917.
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LG ¢l a y2G 2yteé& GKS I NOKA(GSOU A Hesign2GafaaBd\NIrs. Brésn hisd tiBveledR S | & |
extensively in their later years and had taken note of various libraries they visited with a mind to the community ke of th
hometown. The Prestons choose nothing less than the east facade of the United States Capitol Building, considered the
YIEGA2yQa Y2ai aevoztAOFrtte AYLERNIFIYyd OAGAO A0NHzZOGdaMBE | &
been rebuilt in 1904 to much acclaim, and the pleasing aesthetic monumentality of the library entrance, with itdikdaza

front area, wide stairs that spill past the end of heavy, sloped stairwalls to invite the visitor to their top, ample kdwading
accommodaBda R2dzot S O2ftdzvYyaz yR R2YAYyIlyld dza$S 2F adz2yS 26S Yd
attention to both exterior and interior details, as well as the overall scale of the building, is due to the ample budget

provided by the Prestons. The libtaQd F22 GLINAY (G A& pyQ E omQ FyR Al NmxnasSa iz
towns slightly larger than Orleans were generally provided with a budget around $$1@000, and even larger towns,

such as Hastings or Kearney, were providadgets of $10,000$20,000, the Prestons made $30,000 available for the

f AONI NBEQa O2yaiNHzOlAz2y o

Like the vast majority of Carnegie libraries being built across the state (and country), the Preston Library isseogmgle
rectangular structure with &ipped roof and a raised basement with its own exterior entrance. The raised basement

comprises the bottom orhird of the elevation and the maitevel story comprises the top twthirds. The main entrance

is located on the west facade, which has an efiewadivided into three symmetrical sections. The center section features a

grand stairway, lit by the original globe streetlamps and flanked by wide, sloping stone stairwalls. The stairs ascend to a

raised portico with a pediment supported by a double3et ¢ dza Ol y 0O2f dzyYyad ¢KS Sy iNEB Q& R:
square sections with lites divided by a starrst muntin pattern. The doors are topped by an arched window with the same
star-burst muntin pattern but reduced in scale. The stone frieze oet L2 NIIA O2 A& AYAONAROGSR da/ 2N
framed by two medallions that are repeated on each side of the fan window underneath it. The heavy dentilation that runs
along the cornice of the pediment continues around the entire building. The apm is set with bricks bonded in a

diagonal basketweave pattern, the corners where the portico meets the rest of the fagade are emphasized with decorative
brick quoining, and a brick pilaster extends out slightly behind each column.

The two faces of th west facade are symmetrical. The matory levelis composed obf three largeone over onedouble

hung rectangular windowsappedwith transoms dividednto eightlites flanking the main entranc&he majority of this

story is covered in blonde brick®nded in a running pattern. This is contrasted with rows of vertical stacked bonding

above and below the stone cornice, above the windows, and along the border with the basement level. The brick pattern at
the corners of the facade is set in repetitivartdls that extend out slightly to mimic quoining. Medallions set in the vertical
brickwork below the cornice at the corners repeat those in the portico section. The bonding mortar of all the brickwork is
deeply recessed to emphasize the extensive patterngifigctively adding a sense of delicate, though structured,
Y2@SYSyid (2 GKS Y2NB &ailFAR az2ftARAGE 2F (KS o0daAfRAYIQA ai
constructed with four rows of smooth sandstone blocks bonded in a running paffémbasement level is capped with a
stonestringcoursehat establishes a visual border with the matory brickwork, and at the bottom along the ground with

a stone basemolding. The level has a set of two smalbv&xone double hung windows that fik the central portico

section.

The brick and stonework patterns, entablature decoration, and corner treatments continue throughout the other three

FI OFRS&® hy G(GKS y2NIK Fle RSZT I pQ E yQ LRNINKS SEON RB C
basement. The portico has a single set of Tuscan columns that support a flat entablature decorated with a dentiled cornice
FYR I FNAST S dz2al2y 6KAOK A& AyaONROSR aasSYprddkdedurityddorf A ¢ ¢ K

door surround is created by a single stretcher course for brick capjitbca solider course jack archike the maidevel

windows on the west fagcade, the basement door has a transom divided into ditesitUnlike the windows on the west, or

front, facade, the windows on the north, east, and south facades are shorter and are raised in elevation in order to
accommodate the height of the bookshelves that line the interior walhe entrance on the north fagade is flanked on

either side by paire@ight-over-one double hung windowd he basement level fenestration is asymmetrical, wifraaed
sixover-one windows on the west halffhe lack of an identical paired windows to the east of the entrance is due to the
mechanical systemseinglocated inthe northeastsection of the basement. Theornerstone is located at the northeast

cornerof the buildingL & NXIF Ra [ FAR o0& G(G(KS ad2'@LBNY. ARINZNREARdrewHC g |
+AStST DNIYR al aGSNW¢ aeNszond b dfthig hardwalstére, just acloss @rjeans AvghRe (i K

from the library, housed the Masonic Lodge.
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The east facade of the librahas a centrally located chimney flacked on either sida Byring of four doubléwung, eight
over-one windows onhe mainfloor., The chimney is composed odrbelled blocks at the points where it reduces in width
and a small, and a raised brick embellishment located just below a top border of bricks set in vertically stacked bonding.
The basement level fenestratios composed of a string of four double hung, eight over one windows to the south of the
chimney. @ly oneeight over one window exists immediately north of the chimriBlye former coal chute is located in this
space. The fenestration on the south facadsyisimetrical The elevation is composed of two paired six over one windows
on the main level with two single six over one double hung windows at the basement level.

Interior

¢CKS o0dzAf RAYy3IQa YIAYy 6Said Tl el RS mRdd&sNdpén intp K &laddd vestibetwith Y I A y
stone tiled floors and marble facing on the walls. A bronze dedication plaque is located on the north wall. Its inscription
NEFRaxX daSY2NRFf [ A0NI NEBk SNB OVng Rembry of v gifia/11845CerdeliaVBL PreStén a O /
MPMCK YR &2yakKk MYyTH CNBR ! ® t NBadGz2y MYYnK MyTcC I | NNE
through a second set of double doors that has an arched window and muntin patterns exactly replicatingehdoor.

The oak woodwork for the entrance and all the windows, bookshelves, periodical racks, original tables, crown molding,
baseboards, fiveJ- Yy St SR R22NAEX | yR fAONINAIYyQa RS&]1 Aa dzylindyidSR
has been replaced with carpet. A fireplace is located on the east wall, aligned with the entry doors. Though no longer
operable, it still retains its original Mexican marble surround, Mexican tile hearth, oak mantle, and sconces. An original

globe cdling light is located between the doors and fireplace. Dropped florescent lighting is used in the rest of the main

interior area. The library interior space is divided into four quadrant sections. The northwest and southwest sections are

open with booksheles lining the walls. Periodical shelves flank each side of the entrance. The northwest section has a wall

on its east side. The east and west quadrants of the southasidivided by tall bookshelves that attatththe center of

the south wall. Three aginal library reading tables are located in this section that now hold the computer center. The
fAONI NRAIyQa RS&a1 s6Fa 2NRAIAYyLffe t20Fr0SR Ay FNRy(d 2F (KS
south side. The northeast sectituses: & YI £ £ £ A anbldhe\skairs yoGh& bagemani O S

¢tKS olFlasSySyid Aa 00Saa o@& | adlANBStt GKIFIG 2LSya | R2lOSy
a0 ANR GdzNYy 2y | fFyRAyYy3 ddontituk ®wni@thelba&senient atdiRgSafeishof RaliwdNA 2 NJ
with access to a bathroom, mechanical room, and two additional small rooms. The hallway opens on the south end to a

large open main space for community use. Additional library tables and thearjgdium are located here. Though the

basement spaces have been renovated, the-fira@el doors and woodwork retain their original finish.

Conclusion

The building retains a remarkable degree of historic integrity. Nearly all of its exterior and rirgiemeents are original and
intact. Changes to the exterior include the addition of storm windows and white paint on the window trim; asphalt
shingles; and exterior basement door. Changes to the interior include carpeting, the replacement of someligfignal

with dropped florescent lighting, and renovations to the basement space to accommodate ongoing use by the community.

¢KS /2NRStAlF . ® tNBadG2y [AONINEB aidAtt YSNRAGA GKS alry$S IR
library is abeautiful specimen of architecture, perhaps a little larger than the Carnegie library of Hastings, and built in line
FYR 2F F KSAIKG G2 KEFENN2YATS gAGK GKS &ljda NS o60t201 2F 6K

artist to layout the walks, and direct the preparation of the grounds and the trees so that the building is to have a proper
setting. Orleans is proud of the new building and grateful to Mr. Preston for providing an institution which will conitnibute
greatmeasured (G KS £ SIFENYyAy3I2 2F (KS O2YYdzyAle vé

2 (Untitled), HastingsTribune (Hastings, NE), September 14, 1917.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
6al Nyl a-£¢ Ay 2yS 2NJ Y2NB o632 (Enter categories from instructions.)
property for National Register listing.) EDUCATION

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

X A Property is associated with everttgat

- have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of corstruction or represents the _ o
work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significan 19171971
and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield o
information importantin prehistory or Significant Dates
history. 1961¢ Receive Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award

Criteria Considerations
6al Nyl 6&-¢ Ay |ttt (GKS 02ESA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

Property is: N/A
A Owned by a religious institution or used
- for religious purposes.
B Removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation
____ C Ahbirthplace or a grave. N/A
D A cemetery.
- A reconstructed building, object, or
_____E structure.
___F Acommemorative property. Architect/Builder
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved Fiske& Meginnis(architects)
o significance within the past 50 years. William N. Gedney (builder)

Statement of Significance SummaBaragraphProvide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance,
applicable criteria, justification for the period of significenand any applicable criteria considerations.)

TheCordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Librasysignificant under Criterion A: Education at the Local level of significance

This library has served the educational needs of the citizens of Orleans@sdrrounding area since it was constructed

and opened in 1917Thepropertyis also significant under Criterion A: Entertainment/Recreation as the library and
surrounding parlhavecontinually hosted community events and gatheringeveral generationsdve had the advantage

2F GKS fAONINEQA SRdAOIFGA2ylf YR NBONBIGA2YlIf 2FFSNAYy3Ia
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community library. The Period of Significance begins with the year of construction, 1917, and &8ds,ififty years from
present

Narrative Statement of Significang@rovide at leastne paragraph for each area of significance.)

Library Development Prior to 1917

Around 1908 Orleans residents Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Richards believed their community showddibesssy. The couple

and their friends donated many books which formed the nucleus of the Richards Library. The Richards Library was housed
in the center of the city park in the same building as the city officeSeptember 19171002 books were donatifrom the
Richards Libraro the newCordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Librarith the hope that they may be a source of as

YdzOK LJX SF&dzZNE FyR LINBFAGE A Ay GKSAN) Y2NB KdzYot S [ o02RS®

The Creation of the CordeliadBnett Preston Memorial Library

Civl War veteran Captain James McClean Preston married Miss Cordelia Bierir@86 in LeGrange, Indianalocating to

a homestead near Orleans in 1872 after short residences in Missodtowa? A few yearsafter moving to Orleans)e

formed a partnersip with T. H. Manning under the name Manning and Preston. They built a successful cattle feeding,
hardware, and lumber business that continued for many years, allowing Preston to retire by [Hd@@irementthe

Prestons traveled extensively and, with heirs, looked for a way to give back to the Orleans community which they were a
part of for nearly fortyfive years®

Cornelia passed on July 16, 1916. In December, the widower Preston anndiisdedationof $15,000 to $20,000 to
Orleanso build a library as a memorial to his wifeThe only condition Preston maam his gift was the donation from the
city for a building sit€. To make room for th€ordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Librattye City movedhe City Office &
Richards Library building #24 South Harlan Avenue, just northeast of the parkuilding thatoday houses the Harlan
County Museunf.

Preston spared little expense for the new library. His $20,000 donation waswhizgthe nearbyCity ofAlma received
from Andrew Carnegie fohe erection oftheir public library nearly a decade earl#The library was designed by the
notable Omaha architectural firm Fiske & Meginnis and the construction contract went to Kanshasgitlycontractor
William Gedney! In additionto the buildingitself, Preston also provided a&®00 endowment to fund and maintain the
library 12

3. ARRAY 3 CI NBg St f,.TheOrlidafsEhrong(OQrebns RE Septemdedb 1R E

“fabSoNYall 5SIGK wSOBRmMdYournal StfldncoW.d&)pJuly 12B182A02K/S ¢h NI S| y & t dzo €
[ A 6 NFh&l@rigahs Chronici@®rleans, NE), May 3, 1917.

S¢aNB® [F6i(2yOhahd BRROSEKISEREEG0S CSOoNUzE NBE moX nNithenOrleansd ¢ KS  h NI
Chronicle(Orleans, NE), May 3, 1917.

66 ¢ KS h NI St y aThe Oziednd ChrofickrléEhsNEEY, Klay 3, 190 YS& t NBad2y s a/ F LI Ay
Keys to Memorial Libr NHeOrleans Chronicl@rleans, NE), September 20, 1917.

TahNX SI ya 2The Cl&s ErtefpostClaikss NE§, December 8, 1917.

86t A2y SSNJ / AGAT Sy DDnghd Beg(Drvaha\NBYDecéntber B, NFIE | y & 3 ¢

%@ . A RRA Y i 2C HiINKSg SMATO RHe Ricans ChkodidDriidhs, MEBSeptember 1917Building also served as
'y 2LISN}F K2dzaS |yR Y20AS (KSI (S NDmaha BegQmataNNEY, DedeinbeSsy DA O

1916.
g1 f f { dzo 2 S O (i Hoope? SAiReHHROPET, U&E);/I\Zay 13, 1909. Later account lists the amount Preston
R2yFTGSR i bponXnnn® &b So Nie&§lumbus RefedrdfSobimbug, ME), Quly ¥,393@. dza S dzY = -
U/ FLIGEFAY t NBad2y t NBaSyhe OrleasEBraniclg@leaasSNER, Sdpteniber R0y ol N& NI NB
/ 2y (i NJ Thé Rdd Sldul €hi@Red Cloud, NE), July 12, 1917.
258y ¢SNNAf S ahNI S| ya Lihcdln INdnal Staincoln] MER AdrilNg 1961E G NI . dzad & = ¢
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The cornerstone of the new building was laid on May 16, %A 6 K RdzS NBIIFNR (2 FyOASyd ¥F21
h NR &byFhé Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Masof Nebraska. A number of documents were deposited in the
cornerstone. The address by the Honorable William E. Andrézsnted out something of the importance of the library to
the community now, and what it will mean to future generations who sk&l & A R 34 THe Eatdelin Bennett Preston
Memorial[ A NI NB 61 & RSRAOFGSR 2y ¢dzSaRlIé&s {SLISYOSNI MmmMZ MpMT
impressive crowd estimated at 2000 people assembled in the park in front of the new bdfdingceremony began with
music by the Orleans Band. Dr. B. S. Haywtmwdher pastor of the Methodist Church at Orleaname from Riverside,
California, to give an addreasd shargpersonal recollections of Mrs. Preston. The Orleans Chorus also furnistséd mu
Mr. Preston gave a speech that included:
4 & 6S FLIINRBIFOKSR fAFSQa adzya Sihatwosld & Rdlpfilyfo tHerh and idza ia$ R ¢ K
show our appreciation of the many kindnesses and encouragements that we received from them, and as years
passed, these talks began to assume shape, and we finally determined that the survivor should builddihig bui
Fa | YSY2NRLFE G2 GKS 2G0KSNJ gK2 KFER 3JI2yS 0STF2NBXLG Aa
this community shall feel that we have not lived in vain. My wife was fond to say that she hoped that she might
leave the world better than shfound it, and we knew of no surewayto make the world better than through the
dissemination of universal knowledge, for with knowledge there is stored up in the human mind the power to
grasp truth with all its fundamentals and with all the obligatidimat we owe to that supreme power that shapes
our destinies and determines the paths our feet shall trod. | want to say to my neighbors and friends that it is a
pleasure to me to bestow this testimonial of our love upon you and I trust that it will ever $purce of joy and
benefit to youg®

James Prestopassedaway on July 6, 1922 in Los Angeles, California. He was buried in the Orleans Cemetery next to
Cordelia and their two sors.

Out of the gates, the new library was active in supporting edooatiovements in the community and beyond. The library
actively recruited donations of books and magazines as a meadBuilflingup a reference departmerithat] has been

dzASR Ay fFNHSNJ ft AN NARSE | YR KI & GaS&Sblighed fbtheZhdnded 6fa T dzf = £
community® The Preston Library both gave and received during the First World War. The local Red Cross division used the
library as a centralized location for knitting supplies and meetings to produce articlestihglér the Allies. In March

Mpmy > Ald R2YIFIGSR mnm o6221a G2 GKS FTASEtR fAONINARSaE 27F GK
6SS1T F fFNBS IFY2dzyd 2F 61 NJ LINPLJ 3| yRI TINReibadyyahtinted R~ ¢ A Y
grow;, after roughly a decadand-a-half it boasted a collectionf 5,500 volumes?

O«

Aa (GKS O2ftftSOlA2y 3ANBH>X a2 RAR GKS fAONINBQA AYyTFfdz$SyOS | 2
library and welcomed schootaups toit.?* To further encourage reading amongst its residents, the Preston Library joined

the libraries in Holdrege and Alma in forming the South Central Regional Library Demonstration. Supported by federal

Fdzy RAy3aI G(GKS 5SY2 ¢yEtihdibranis2ryic i arkak Yot ndw serveill 8nd to encourage more people to

Bg/ 2 NY SNAT 2B G K AtyNB & (i 2The Qri€aMs2ONdnickOridaris ANEMayR 75 ¥917.
14 |bid.
B yAGSR {GFdSa 5SLINIYSYyd 2F /2YYSNOSY . dz2NBldz 2F GKS /Sy
Compendiungb SO NF a1l ¢ 02 | &K A yPHiryYice,592%),7, DR 119 20)th¥ gogulation of
Orleans (city) was 954; Orleans (township) was 1,414.
Bg | LIGFAY tNBadz2zy t NBaS yTheiOridassiCaronici@rlearS, WE)NTeptembel 20010007 NE = ¢
TabSoNFall 58S kWdaS3pORnddBdolrklyBIiE incoln, NE), July 12, 1922. Mrs. Preston also passed
away in California (Pasadena). It is unclear if they wereifodl residents there or visited often.

86/ 2 NRSt Al . ® t NB A& T riepns GHRitleN®rieans HE), March @Y, 50I8
GhNESHYa wSR / NP A dincalt Jpugnal SBr2 8 RAWOOL NRZH9OS 5505Y6SNI nE wm
[ A0 NI NE bTe&GriedndiChrgniclEQileans, NE), March 21, 1988/ 2 NRSf A N thNSSs&al 2Lyl S YAAC

The Orleans Chronicl@Orleans, NERApril 11, 1918.
VabSoNFall =*Aft !l 3ITHe ColunbusT&lggEifCaluinbus d¥E)z Jiily 9, 1930.
29 RY Il 2 Af O2EZ 62 22 RNIaran Gobhiy dodrdatAlma, OK) Ri@vémbér 200153 ® a6 [ 2 OF f
I FLILISY Ay IAaXY 2 22 Rttt Gounfy Qokirda@Aima, INER) (iINSverEber 24, 1955.
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0502YS A0 RiLawBEmekilhgs NSryctedhitie librarians on weeding their collections and mending damaged
volumes to keep their libraries current and well maintainedeviceto the community?3

The Wickens Museum

The library also serveakthe exhibit space for an impressive museuofiection of local artifactskeeping in the tradition
the Prestons started with dedicating the library as a memorial, in July, M3@ndMrs. Albert Wickens generously
donated the items as a memorial to their son, Ivan.

LAy Qa AN YRTFOGKSNI a0+ NI SR ( K Sassorgbledn8sOai i Bhg ninletgeR yearbld atlli | RR
oSearchedilong the Republican River and irethills south about Orleans, finding hidden treasures that others passed

0 &2%4He was a talented taxidermist who died of arsenic poisoning from his taxidermy Misdallection included many

birds, various bonesincluding the very large vertebrae of amtinct reptileg and many Native American reli€&sMr.

Wickens personally supervised the moving of thousands of pieces to the library basement where the pieces were arranged
much as Ivan had thelR A & LJt | &pBdRi@of QrledSappreciate the gift, n@M.JSy RFAf & 2X2NJ AyalLSOd/

From 1930 through the sixties, these treasures were available in the library basement for patrons to examine. Thus, the
library had the privilege of offering not only books, but an extensive collection of artifacts tewed/iand studied. The
collection is now housed at the Harlan County Museum.

Events in and Around the Library

9pSyiGa Ay GKS OAdGe LI N)] ad2NNRPdzyRAYy3dI (GKS fAONFNEB 6SNBI Iy
ht R { SidwaShd D thicity faykas@arly as the 1930s. This specific event included ball games, addresses,

dances, and concerts for individuals from the surrounding af&aars later an open house and watermelon feed were

held at the library. One thousand \@is consumed ten thousand pounds of watermelon with a large contingent of visitors

¢ fourteen carloads; coming from McCook, tweounties away?

Events and musiin the city parkis a tradition that has continued for decad@&seforeand during thelibra Q& S| NX & S |
G§KNRdzZAK GKS y2YAYylIGiSR LINRPLISNI&Qa LIS Nﬂa@mkeaopacemekeawﬁé\ T;\ Ol y Ss
O2yONBGS oFyRallyR arxta Ay (GKS &d2dzikKgSaid O2NYySNI 2F GKS f
the Orleans High School Band would congregate there and play for the crowd, seated in lawn chairs. One former student
remembers practicing on Thursday night to prepare for the next performance, which could feature small groups singing in
addition to the band. @&me cultural education was reinforced with these concerts. On Saturday nights in the fifties the

town was full of people and the stores were open for businesaddition to musicthe library andcity parkcontinued to

be a site of community activity f@rleans. Just as they did during the First World War, the Red Cross utilized the Preston
Library during World War Il to support the war effort, as did other groups such as the Harlan County Salvage Cétmittee.

In a nod to both postvar patriotism andthe NS &2y Qa8 YSY2NE 6FyR LISNKIFLEA /2ftR 21 N
loaned a flag that was presented to Captain Preston by his unit at the close of the Citadl tfispiay at the Preston

Library®® Over the years the library hosted art exhibits, gugpeakers, and various community groups in the basement
auditorium, including the Orleans City Council. Pagkwas used as well, for larger gatherings like the aréa 4 O f dzo Q &

21§ GKS GAYSE GKSNB gl a 2yfteé 2y 20KSNJ 48dzOK 3INRdzLI Ay b So N
v AY | 2ibcRNIBUWENSEE (Lincoln, NE), March 8, 1958.

Ba[ A0NI NR I ya a8l&aniCouhty Jolriddd, WE, Détober 29, 1959.

g 2dziK DA@S&a [AFS Ay 5S@St 2 LIMStfigs DANFTribungszStoms, NE)iJBpisED. S| ya b

BabSoNKATIASEA | & COheyCllunbuzd dedrXifEaiumbus, NE), July 9, 1930.

By, 2dz0K DA@Sa [AFTS Ay 5S@St 2 LIMStfidgs DAIFTricug@daStiums, NEJuly5SHI® S| ya b

g1 yydzl £t AOYy A O FRrdmorh NibuSeFéndont tNE); QiR z1931.

Ba{GF 4GS bSom ahd World Hedml&Gmalka, NE), September 15, 1939.

X4/ d[ @ DAfESGGS (2 HBanRoumBIRUmMBINBB&YF EYh® AICSEd§NHzZE NBE 73 mdn
[ 2YYAGGSS a $aran{CouintgzaiRria@lna, NE), February 19, 1942.

V[ 20kt | Halal$Goanyy AcarbagAlma, NE), May 6, 1948.
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annual picni¢taNE® ! YFYRIFE tSIF1X fAONI NAAYSEYSYWHSRIdZBTIIKE &RG BRI GG
al e GKA& A& Y2NB (KFy A0 NI RWhite tHe frinary pudddsé of the litdtyvasO 2 Y Y dzy A

clearly to further community education, the Entertainment/Recreation events in the Imgjldnd surrounding park were,
and continue to be, an integral part of Orleans culture.

The Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award

If there was any question as to how important the Cordelia Bennett PrégemorialLibrary was to Orleans and the
surrounding areatiwas answered in 1961 when the library received the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Awagild0gaward

to purchase new books was one of nine such aw#ndsBookof-the-Month Clubmade to libraries across the count?¥.
Orleans was the first recipient in Nelska and the smallest community at that point to receive the awfithe award
y20SR GKIFIG GKS tAONINE 02 NR FYR GKS O2YYdzyAide RSY2yaidNt
AlGZ¢é a1FAR aNBR® bSiGl [ Sy y &lxtér goyishitaictieINE M3k ANBIiSLibyasy Cdmimsdiah. NA |y
Examples of the spirit of cooperation abound&ery program received wholehearted support, especially Saturday

afternoon story time which continued to be popular with the young childi2aring the yearwinners of the extension

summer reading programeceived ribbons at the Harlan County F&8ierving the entire Orleans Townslgipot just the

town ¢ the library established an extended loan program to extension clubs and similar organigationd OK Of dzo Qa N
chairman checked out a suitcase full of books and returned the books after they weréread.

A crowd of nearly four hundred attended the presentation ceremony on April 15, 1961, at the Harlan County Junior Fair

Auditoriumand the gen house at the library following the ceremaoriyt the ceremony, th® 2 3S Ny 2 NR& ¢AFST al

Morrison, Chairman of National Library Week in Nebraska, presented the award to Librarian Mrs. Amanda Peak. In addition

to music by the Orleans High SchoahB the event included an address by Nebraska author Bess Furman, of the United

States Department of Health, Education, and Welf&feurman detailed that there were four areas that made the Cordelia

Bennet PrestoMemorialLibrary stand out from other ggicants:
Gl @Ay3a GKS o0Said aStSOGAz2y 2F o6221a F2NIF fAONINB 27
developed the best Extension club reading program in the state; having setup a good promotional program for
expansion of readingnd facilities; and beingwareof the need for a larger collection of books, especially
Y2YTFADGAZ2Y d¢

Tom Allen wrote about the library in tt@maha World Heral@ dza & LINA 2NJ 2 GKS I 61 NR OSNBY2y
building, in the middle of the wwn square, has been a focal point in community affairs since its beginning in 1917. The
downstairs, auditorium is used for public meetings and contains the lvan Wickens Museum. THmédakain floor has

been an auxiliary classroom for generations ofz& S 34 & ® ¢

g RY I 2Af O2EZX dHafad GoNdlyBduUmM®,$ 6 ¥X& b9o90 X al NDK omI-H\Wiippap & D2 2
F 4 h NHS&langeuméJounal o! f YI X b903X WdzyS H p HarlmrmdOountpJodarna@Ind, / K2 LJ
bo9uX al NOK pX mMdppod a{ 2 dzi KMaywobdiEhdgdReportar @urtls NE)iMag 1, 8958y Ay h |
GhNEISIHYya /AdGe / 2 deye@hedns ChNoBoRO®any, BE), MaEll, AI6E ¢

258y ¢SNNAt X &hNISHYa Lihcalt INdnal Stadincoln] NER ARG 19618 (i NI . dza & = ¢

BahNI SFya [ Ao NI NEhe OransvGhOBcim&ans, NE), NI B,£1961.

#¥Dean BNNAf £ = ahNI SFya ! ¢lLiNGIn BurmastadincolnKBE)Bprid & Goelther Nelzgaskd ¢
libraries to be win the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award: Hastings, 1963; Sidney, 1964; Thedford, 1965; Holdrege, 1966.
Nebraska Library Com&id A Pofothy @Ganfield Fisher Awa¥€ b SO NJF a1+ [AONI NB / 2YYA&daAz
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/history/centennial/1900s/19401949/dcfaward.aspecessed Novembéd, 2020.

Be2yY 1EfSys ahNI S| yaoma&iwWerd HerdlgOmahh, 8IE) (Vairch 23, L9R ¢

BahNI SFya [ Ao NI NEeOansvGOB8cke@ ST SHYRNRZH90 ! LINAf ¢ mMpcmd a
I g NR 2y TheOilamsRhréniE® o0 h NI SFyas b9osx ! LINAf mMoX mMdpcmMd af N
I ¢ | NIOR&Grleans ChronigléOrleans, NE), April 20, 1961.

¢ F NBS / NB6R t NBaSyil ThedilkansNBranglgOtidans ANE)Apdl 0, 1964 | NR X £

Be2Y 1 £ fSys ahNI S| yaomaSWerd HeralgOmahk, &E) (Varch 28, L8R £
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Celebrating 100 years

TheCordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Librasiebrated its 100 birthday on Sunday, September 10, 2017. The program
included an appraisal of antiques brought by guegtsitorsreceiveda postcard with a picture dhe library, and a special
postal cancellation was availablEne Orleans postmaster offered postcatdmps for purchasand cancelled them with a
rubber stamp cancellation unique to the library.

Although the centuryold library looks very much as it didiginally, it features additional equipment for modern learners.
There are eight public use computers and fi#eFi a great educational value for a small rural community. There are also
movies for checkout, interlibrary loan, and, of course, lotbadks3®

¢tKS aRAAASYAYlLIGAZ2Y 2F dzyAGSNEIf {(y26f SRISE GKFAG WFHYSa t N
Orleans for over a century. It began with books, and new books have been added continually to the shelves. Through the
yearsother avenues to knowledge have been available, from ancient artifacts to modern computers. Many people have

made it possible generous donors, dedicated librarians, and many citizens willing to share their time and talents.

The citizens of Orleans andetlsurrounding area were very fortunate to have this beautiful building available for their use.
It has served the community well for over one hundred years, and can continue to do so into the future. It was an
extremely generous gift, and people have caonid to support the library with donations of time and money.
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Gt A2y SSNI / AGAT Sy DDn@hd Beg(DrhahadNBEYDecéndber B, NFIG | y & 3 ¢

Gh NI SIFya (2The Cl&s ErteipasClarkse NE§, December 8, 1917.

GbSo NI &130BNRY K/ lwLli ®incoWaumal StafSricdln2 VEY, duly 12, 1922,

G,2dziK DA@SAa [AFTS Ay 5S8S@St 2 LIMStfidgs DA TrileunesStas, NE) JBW8ED.S | vy &
GbSONF a1l +Aff | IThe ColurdbusTilgin® (Calunbus deFE)zIly 9, 1930.
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G{d1 GS b S @mahdWorld HedlGOnmata, NE), September 15, 1939.

G[ A6 NI NBE | vLindoki Jourgal SRalLIBc®IS, NEMarch 8, 1958.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
____preliminary determination of individual listing6 CFR 67 has been requeste_X State Historic Preservation Office
____previously listed in the National Register ____ Other State agency
____previously determined eligible by the National Register ___ Federal agency

____designated a National Historic Landmark ___Local government

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survéy ____University

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ____ Other(Name of repository

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assignec(HN04052

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of propet 2 acres USGS Quadrangl Orleans, Nebr. (1973)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84

1. Latitude 40.128454 Longitude -99.45447
2. Latitude Longitude
3. Latitude Longitude
4. Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Desigtion (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The Harlan County Asseséigts the legal parcel dsot 398 Original Orlean®cated inSection 22, Township 2, Range 19W.
The nominated property is bounded to the north by East Maple Street, to the yeSbuth Orleans Avenue, and to the

south by East Oak Street. The eastern boundary is the road alignment of South Harlan Avenue which does not run between

Maple and Oak street§.he adjacent property is the cigwned park and swimming pool.
BoundaryJugification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated boundary includes all land historically associated with the Cordelia Bennett Preston Mdbranal L
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201 North Republican Avaue telephone 3084738411

city or town Orleans state NE zip code 68966

email caroljpbose@gmail.com

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items withhte completed form:

The Otleans Public Librasry

The gift of James McClean Preston to Orleans Township, dedicated to the memory of his deceased wife, to be known -
for all time as the Comelia Bennett lf’reeloh Library, costing when completed in excess of $25,000.00.

VTHE CéRNELIA BENNETT PRESTON LIBRARY

James McClean Preston was born in Trumble County, Ohio, December 11th, 1842, living in that com-
munity twelve years, when the family lgoved to La Grange County, Indiana, where he resided until the
beginning'of the civil war, when he enlisted at the age of 18 in the 30th Indlana Volunteer Infantry asa
private, received'a commission as 2nd lieutenant February 3rd, 1862, was promoted to 1st lieutenant
after the battle of Stone River, April 16th, 1863, and served as Bngade Commissary in the 4th Army
Corps, under General Grose; received his commission as captam August 1st, 1864, and was mustered out
of the service, September 29th, 1864.

He re-entered t.he service again as quartermaster and was assigned to duty as Commissary of Substance, 2nd Dmslon,
Hancock’s Veteran Reserve Corps, and was finally discharged, August 30th, 1865. He participated in all the batties of the
Army of the Cumberland during the three years that he was with them, except 'the battle‘of Mission Ridge. He was desperately
wounded at the battle of Chickamauga, September 19th, 1863. Mr. Preston was married to Cordelia Bennett in LeGrange, Indiana,
1866. « The next year the young couple moved to Missouri, Residing there two years, they then moved %o Perry, lowa,
where they resided up to the time of their coming to Harlan County, which was in March, 1872,

April of the same year, Mr. Preston
settled on a homestead two miles southwest
of Orleans which is now known as the
Rickard Ranch. After residing on the
homestead several years, he formed a part-
ners}np with T. H Manning, under the firm

a successful hardware and lumber busi
ness. This partnership continued for many
years when Mr. Preston sold his interests
‘in the business to Mr. Manning. Mr. and
Mrs. Preston had two sons, Fred A., and
Harry R., who died and are buried in the
Orleans cemetery, age:8 and 6.-years. Mr.
and Mrs. Preston sold their farm and resi-
dence in Orleans in 1901, and up to the
death of Mrs, Preston, which occured at
Pasadena, California, July 16th, 1916, they
traveled extensively, visiting almost all of
the states of the Union. The body of
Mrs. Preston: was interred in the Orleans
cemetery beside her two sons. Mr. Preston
served his country, his state well, and the
. _ 'cr?wrén";g atgtt tnf his i\;enttf?llhlfelﬁ this
N i splendid gift to our beautiful little cit;
James Mrch?g‘:; Preston 3 dedicated to. the men ory of his (]e])artgd
help mate. ;

Cornelia Bcnn:tt Pratan :

The - Wi

Figure 1: Page frorithe Orleans ChronicléQrleans, NE), May 3, 1917.
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